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Dear Premier McGuinty: |

- On bebalf of Toronto Public Health, I am writing to strongly urge you to oppose any form of _
privatization (i.e: full or partial sale) of the Liquor Control Board of Ontario (LCBO). Furthermore,
in considering any form of privatization, I urge you to take a control-oriented (vs. market-oriented)
system for alcohol sales in order to balance any limited, short-term economic gains with the serious
public health problems and costs associated with a partially or fully privatized LCBO.

Alcohol is no ordinary commodity. It is the most widely used psychoactive drug in Ontario and it
remains a leading risk factor for and a significant cause of injuries, diseases, deaths, and disabilities -
in Ontario and globally.** The health and social costs associated with its use in Ontario are

~ substantial (the quantifiable costs alone were estimated to be over $5 million in 2002).*

Any form of privatization of the LCBO would exacerbate overall harms and costs by increasing

- access to and the availability of alcohol -- largely as a result of the erosion-of government alcohol- -~ - -~

sales controls.>® This, in turn, will increase the per-capita consumption of alcohol as well as -
alcohol-related problems and harms.”*® Although full or partial privatization is expected to bring in
short-term revenues, a full-cost accounting (i.e. including various health and social costs) is

- expected to show increases in total costs as well as a decrease in alcohol salés revenues, 111213
Furthermore, once any aspect of the system is privatized, evidence indicates that it would be ‘
extremely difficult to return to the previous system due to requirements of the North American Free
Trade Agreement.'* ‘ ’

The current publicly controlled LCBO system works and Ontarians are satisfied with this system (a
majority opposes privatization).'® The LCBO provides Ontarians with high levels of service and a
wide selection of quality products in clean and convenient stores that are staffed by trained and -

. knowledgeable staff. In addition, the LCBO’s “challenge and refusal” techniques effectively -
prevent sales to minors and intoxicated persons; more than 2.4 million potential customers were

challenged and 148,886 were refused service in 2007-2008."¢ From a financial stadpoint, the .
LCBO provides the provincial government with a lucrative and on-going revenue source (about
$1.345 billion in 2007-08 alone).” : -




Given the substantial, serious, and preventable health and social costs associated with any form of
privatization of the LCBO, I strongly urge you to ensure that the Province of Ontario maintains full
public control of the LCBO. Furthermore, I urge you to enhance various controls that limit the
availability of, access to, and consumption of alcohol including increasing alcohol pricing and
taxation; limiting the number, density and location of alcohol retail outlets; restricting the hours and
days of sale; increasing the minimum drinking age; requiring mandatory server training; and placing
stronger restrictions on marketing and promotion.

I look forward to continuing to work together to promote the health, safety, and well-being of
people living and working in Ontario.

Sincerely,

flllfs

Dr. David McKeown
Medical Officer of Health

Copies: The Honourable Sophia Aggelonitis, Minister of Consumer Services
The Honourable Margaret Best, Minister of Health Promotion
The Honourable Dwight Duncan, Minister of Finance
Dr. Vivek Goel, President and CEO, Ontario Agency for Health Protection and Promotion
Dr. Arlene King, Chief Medical Officer of Health
The Honourable Deb Mathews, Minister of Health and Long-Term Care
Mr. Bob Peter, President & CEQ, Liquor Control Board of Ontario
The Honourable Sandra Pupatello, Minister of Economic Development and Trade
Ms. Linda Stewart, Executive Director, Association of Local Public Health Agencies
Dr. Catherine Zahn, President and CEQ, Centre for Addiction and Mental Health
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