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January 17, 2008

The Honourable Dalton McGuinty

Premier 

Room 281, Main Legislative Building

Queen’s Park

Toronto, ON  M7A 1A1


Dear Premier McGuinty: print
Re:  Board of Health Endorsement of the Private Member’s Bill to Amend the Smoke-Free Ontario Act to Ban Smoking in Cars Containing Children

At the December 20, 2007 Board of Directors meeting, the Board considered and approved the following resolution. 

*WHEREAS exposure to environmental tobacco smoke is a major contributor to morbidity in children and youth with causal links to respiratory tract infections, reduced lung function, increased asthma, increased middle ear disease; and  

*WHEREAS exposure to environmental tobacco smoke is also associated with Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS), meningococcal infection, cancers and leukaemia, slower growth, adverse neurobehavioural effects, unfavourable cholesterol levels and initiation of atherosclerosis; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Board of the Windsor-Essex County Health Unit support the currently proposed amendment to the Smoke-Free Ontario Act and petition our local Provincial Members of Parliament, the Minister of Health and Long-Term Care, the Minister of Health Promotion, and the Minister of Children and Youth Services to promote government endorsement of the private member’s bill to prohibit smoking in vehicles when a person who is less than 16 years of age is present in the vehicle.

Sincerely,

G. Allen Heimann, MD, MHSc

Medical Officer of Health and Board Secretary
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* Physicians for a Smoke-Free Canada, Second-Hand Smoke and Children’s Health, May 1999.  Retrieved December 14, 2007
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cc:
The Honourable George Smitherman, Minister of Health and Long Term Care


The Honourable Deborah Matthews, Minister of Children and Youth Services


The Honourable Margarett Best, Minister of Health Promotion


 Members of Provincial Parliament (Mr. Bruce Crozier; Mr. Dwight Duncan; Mr. Pat Hoy; 

     Ms. Sandra  Pupatello)

 Members of Parliament (Mr. Joe Comartin; Mr. Brian Masse; Mr. Jeff Watson; Mr. Dave 

     Van Kesteren)

Ms. Ronna Warsh, City Social Services 

Ms. Connie Uetrecht, Executive Director, Ontario Public Health Association (OPHA)

Ms Linda Stewart, Executive Director Public Health Issues, Association of Local Public Health Agencies (alPHa)

Mayors and Council of all Windsor-Essex municipalities


Ontario Boards of Health
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