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Dear Premier McGuintY:

Re: Possible Privatization of the LCBO

I am writ ing this letter to urge you to further consider the implications of

privatizing the LCBO.

Alcohol is not a benign consumer product' Alcohol causes serious problems in

our society and is a fir ime contributor to injuries. Risks related to alcohol use

include certatn cancers,  a lcohol  dependence, l iver disease, heart  d isease'

suicide, traffic and other injuries. Alcohol is the third most important risk factor for

burden of disease to canadians and the number one avoidable risk factor for

burden of disease in adolescents and young adults'

According to the Statistical Report on the Health of Canadians (1999), 42 per

cent of the 630 drivers who died in Ontario had been under the influence of

alcohol .  Simcoe County is not an except ion to these numbers'  ln 1995 there

were 171 coll isions involving an impaired driver resulting in 94 reported injuries

and deaths.

ln Simcoe County, 78 per cent of residents aged 12 and over report that they are

current drinkers. While most residents of Simioe County drink at low risk levels

and may not encounter serious problems with alcohol, one in 12 people report

Jrinkingat hazardous or harmful levels' Forty per cent of current drinkers in

Simcoe County nave engaged in binge drinking within.the past year and five per

cent of those current Oriif jrs report ninge drinking at least once per week'

The health and social costs highlight the need for mechanisms that regulate the

sale and use of  a lcohol .
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A research study sponsored by the world Health organization, "Alcohol, No

ordinary comm-oolty", highligl-rts that privatizing the sale of liquor would almost

certainly mean increased access to aicohol through the proliferation of,liquor

sales ortl"ts, longer hours of sale and less stringent attention to age of majority'

This in turn will lead to increased consumption and sales to under*aged and

intoxicated individuals as well as increased problems related to monitoring and

enforcement.

I believe that the cornerstone to healthy public policy related to alcohol includes

effective controls on alcohol. Government retail monopolies provide the most

effective means to protect the public interest' Therefore, I urge you, in the

interest of the health of ontarians, to maintain and improve the current system of

govern ment-regulated LCBO's.

I am interested in knowing more about your next steps and look forward to a

response at your earliest convenience'

Sincerely,

dryd
George Pasut MD, MHSc, FRCPC, FACPM
Medical Officer of Health
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