 Dear Dr. Bowes,
I'm writing as a follow-up to a recent alPHa Resolution (A05-5 – Access to Dental Care) that was sponsored by OAPHD. It calls for the development of a Natioal Oral Health Strategy, with an eventual goal of universal access. We forwarded the Resolution to the federal Minister of Health, and received a reply that outlines the establishment of the Office of the Chief Dental Officer (though does not mention the participation of same in the PAHO Oral Health Strategy) and points out that dental coverage is essentially a provincial responsibility.

This note is primarily to make you aware of progress so far, but also to invite suggestions for key messages and next steps. Thanks very much and I look forward to hearing from you (I have copied Dr. Joyce Sinton, OAPHD's rep to alPHa as well as a member of our Advocacy Committee).
Gordon Fleming, B.A., BASc, CPHI(C)
Manager, Public Health Issues
Association of Local Public Health Agencies (alPHa)
425 University Avenue, Suite 502
Toronto, Ontario        M5G-1T6
(416) 595-0006, ext 23
(416) 595-0030 Fax
Please visit the alPHa website:  www.alphaweb.org
Dear Mr. Fleming:

Your e-mail was discussed at OAPHD executive meeting in early November. Executive asked me to approach Dr. Peter Cooney, Chief Dental Officer of Canada for his comments and pass them on to you. Here they are:

"Regarding the PAHO strategic plan, that is on the PAHO website under Pan

American Health Organization, 47th Directing Council.

At the Directing Council meeting in September 2006, a resolution

(Resolution CD 47.R12) to approve the Oral Health Strategy was approved.

You can access this on the PAHO site where the emphasis to ensure a basic

level of access to oral health care, encourage effective interventions like fluoridation programs and establish public policies in oral health are outlined.  A lot of the work is motherhood so could be easily accepted by the Directing Council.

Canada's participation in the initial drafting of the document was with Chile, Mexico, Barbados and the PAHO folks in Washington. The document then went to all member countries for input, changes, comments etc, was further discussed at the PAHO Chief Dental Officers meeting in Montreal at FDI in 2005 and then the final strategic plan went through the 138th session of the PAHO Executive Committee in June for ratification and approval to go to the Directing Council in September.

Regarding the federal position on oral health care Bob, to date we are getting full support for our own work involving the needs assessment, a number of preventive/health promotion initiatives and on the FPT agenda. As we spend $500M per year on oral health services ($225M on public plans and $275M on public servants/pensioners' federal dental plans), the position is that we are looking after those vulnerable groups who fall under our direct responsibility (e.g. FNs, veterans, prisoners, DND etc) and the provinces may like to look a little closer at those who fall under their jurisdiction."

No other suggestions for key messages or next steps were given by the

OAPHD executive.

Robert Bowes

President OAPHD 2006

