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May 5, 2004

The Honourable George Smitherman

Minister of Health and Long-Term Care

10th Floor, Hepburn Block      

80 Grosvenor Street

Toronto, Ontario

M7A 2C4

Dear Hon. Minister,
At the April 16, 2004 meeting, the Board of Health for the Hastings and Prince Edward Counties Health Unit had before it a report on Poverty and Children’s Oral Health prepared by Dr.  Bill Ryding, Dental Officer of Health. 

After discussion, the following motion was approved:

“Whereas oral health is an important component of general health and impacts directly on a child’s speech development, ability to thrive and readiness to learn; and,

Whereas dental care is excluded from the Ontario universal health care system; and,

Whereas children living in poverty experience inequitable barriers to access basic dental care; and,

Whereas children living in poverty experience inadequate diets which have a detrimental effect on their physical development, their academic performance and makes them more susceptible to illness and chronic diseases such as heart disease, diabetes, cancer and dental decay;

Now therefore let it be resolved that the Province of Ontario be requested to develop public policies to eliminate child poverty in the province including the creation of a universal child dental program.”

By copy of this letter to interested parties, we hope to elicit support for this very important  issue.   If you have any questions or require further clarification, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours sincerely,

BOARD OF HEALTH FOR THE HASTINGS 

AND PRINCE EDWARD COUNTIES HEALTH UNIT

A. Lynn Noseworthy, MD, MHSc, FRCPC

Medical Officer of Health


cc: Chief Medical Officer of Health
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Minister of Health and Long-Term Care

10th Floor, Hepburn Block      

80 Grosvenor Street

Toronto, Ontario
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