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Dear Ms. Stewart:

Thank you for your letter regarding income support rates and the special diet allowance for
social assistance recipients,

I appreciate the time you have taken to share the association’s concerns. As you know, our
government promised to raise social assistance rates and we have kept our word. Over 190,000
individuals and families, representing over 385,000 people, who rely on Ontario Works and over
200,000 individuals and families, representing over 280,000 people, who rely on the Ontario
Disability Support Program (ODSP) are benefiting from the three per cent increase in maximum
monthly rates. This is the first increase in social assistance rates in 12 years.

This is just one step in our long-term strategy to restore faimess, hope and dignity to the people
who rely on Ontario’s social assistance programs, Social assistance is just one piece of the
puzzle. We are also taking action on child care, affordable housing, minimum wage and rental
costs. Our government is finding ways to help people in need despite the enormous financial
challenges facing our province.

Our government recently announced a number of changes to Ontario Works and ODSP policy. |
would like to highlight a few of these changes.

e Social assistance recipients can keep Registered Education Savings Plan (RESP) funds so
that their children can get an education and escape the cycle of poverty.

¢ Money that children save from working part time and after school is exempt.

e The requirement to consent to a lien as a condition of eligibility has been eliminated.

e The list of professionals who can complete the Activities of Daily Living Index has been
expanded to include registered nurses, speech-language pathologists and social workers.

e The $100 minimum sponsorship deduction has been eliminated for sponsored immigrants
who are not living with their sponsors.

o  Family Law Act awards for loss of care, guidance and companionship and W5IB
Non-Economic Loss (NEL) awards are exempt as income and assets, in conjunction with
awards for pain and suffering up to $100,000.

¢ Personal loans, grants or awards for education purposes are exempt as income and assets,

e The ODSP exemption amount for gifts and voluntary payments has increased from
$4.000 to $5,000 per year per beneficiary.
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