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May 6, 2005

Hon. George Smitherman






Minister of Health and Long-Term Care

Main Legislative Building

Room 447

Toronto, ON M7A 1A4

Honourable Minister,

Re.
Non Communicable Disease Reporting

On behalf of member Medical Officers of Health, Boards of Health and Affiliate organizations of the Association of Local Public Health Agencies (alPHa), I am writing today to re-introduce alPHa’s resolution on Mandatory Cervical Screening Test Reporting (A02-4, attached). 

We have been encouraged by the recent and long-overdue emphasis on prevention of disease as an integral part of the health care system, and are pleased to see that commitments are now being made to support strategies that keep Ontarians healthy in addition to treating illnesses. 

Communicable disease reporting has long been an essential component of disease control, through identification of transmission patterns, risk factors and sources. We would like to see similar strategies in place for non-communicable diseases. Surveillance and data analysis of this kind would be of great value to public health in Ontario by informing strategies for control and resource allocation. 

The attached resolution specifies cervical cancer screening tests, as a similar initiative has already been implemented in Manitoba, and the framework for the collection of data has already been developed in Ontario. We hope that this will serve as a model for monitoring other diseases that are not commonly associated with outbreaks, but are nevertheless an important burden on the health care system.

Yours truly,

Linda Stewart,  

Executive Director
Copy:
Dr. Sheela Basrur, Chief Medical Officer of Health


Dr. Robert Kyle, alPHa representative on the Ontario Cervical Screening Collaborative Group


Dr. Terry Sullivan, President, Cancer Care Ontario 


Dr. Verna Mai, Acting VP, Preventive Oncology, Cancer Care Ontario
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