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Public Health Agency of Canada 
1015 Arlington Street
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3E 3R2

Dear Dr. Butler-Jones,

Re.
Canadian Health Measures Survey

On behalf of member Medical Officers of Health, Boards of Health and Affiliate organizations of the Association of Local Public Health Agencies (alPHa), I am writing on the subject of Statistics Canada’s Canadian Health Measures Survey.

In June of 2003, alPHa’s members passed a resolution calling on the federal government to establish and fund a program of human chemical testing in Canada modeled upon the current American program conducted by the Centre for Disease Control.  We were very pleased to be almost immediately invited by Health Canada to participate in a consultation to develop a list of chemicals for bio monitoring to be included in the Canadian Health Examination Survey to be conducted in 2006-2007.

The Public Health Agency of Canada has an important mandate to undertake essential health surveillance activities for assuring a sustainable public health and health care system.  I am inquiring about the Agency’s planned involvement in this project, as well as how the data might be used by the Centre for Surveillance Coordination. 

As you are well aware, health protection and promotion go far beyond responding to disease outbreaks. They depend on gathering reliable data on population health trends and carefully analyzing it in order to assist in planning effective programs that support improvements to health for all. This initiative by Statistics Canada could be an excellent source of such data, and our members hope that it will become an ongoing part of the federal government’s health surveillance activities. 

I have attached our resolution on the subject for your convenience, and look forward to more information about your agency’s role in promoting and making use of this important survey. 

Sincerely,

Linda Stewart
Executive Director
Copy:
Hon. Carolyn Bennett, Minister of State, Public Health

Encl.  

