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Introduction

It has been a busy time since the April 2, 2004 PHRED Provincial Steering Committee meeting. There have been monthly meetings of the PHRED Operations Committee including two face-to-face meetings. In addition, there were several project specific teleconferences such as the OPHA Conference Program Committee meetings and the PHRED Connections educational workgroup.

A special PHRED Operations meeting was held on June 1, 2004 with PHRED Directors, PHRED Medical Officers of Health, and the Public Health Division to review the PHRED mission and to prepare a response to the Walker Report. We were fortunate that Maureen Cava, Toronto Public Health and Erica Di Ruggiero, CIHR, participated. A Briefing Note was developed and submitted to Dr. Sheela Basrur. The PHRED Operations Committee is appreciative of the special June PHRED Steering Committee teleconference held to review the Briefing Note before its submission. Copies of the original Briefing Note and an abridged version have been previously circulated. The PHRED Operations Committee have also been preparing for the review by identifying key national, provincial and local partners and we would welcome any suggestions from the Steering Committee.  

PHRED Program Highlights

The following highlights some PHRED initiatives since the April 2, 2004 PHRED Provincial Steering Committee meeting and includes some progress updates on key initiatives from the 2004 PHRED Workplan.

1. OPHA

1.1 OPHA Program Committee
The PHRED Program, under the leadership of Charlene Beynon, has served as the Program Committee for the 2004 OPHA Conference and has participated on the Conference Steering Committee. Dr. Donna Ciliska led the Scientific Abstract Review Committee, which received 164 submissions. PHRED’s participation in the Conference has been a major commitment but has been a very successful partnership with an exciting conference planned for November 23 and 24, 2004. As part of the program, a Town Hall Meeting with Minister Smitherman has been confirmed for Tuesday, November 23, 2004, 6:00-7:00 p.m.  Any suggestions from the Steering Committee to bring to this dialogue with the Minister are welcomed.  
1.2 Accredited Learning Activity for Physicians

One of the new features of this year’s conference is that the OPHA Conference is an Accredited Learning Activity (Section 1) as defined by the Maintenance of Certification program of The Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada and meets the accreditation criteria of the College of Family Physicians of Canada.

1.3
PHRED OPHA Studentship Award

18 post-secondary students applied for the PHRED OPHA Studentship Award. Three finalists were identified and required to submit a paper.  The candidate with the best paper will receive the $1000 studentship sponsored by the five PHREDs at the Awards Luncheon.  All finalists will present their papers in concurrent sessions and will be acknowledged at the conference. This award will recognize and encourage applicants to engage in public health.

2. EFFECTIVE PUBLIC HEALTH PRACTICE PROJECT

2.1 Summary Statements

13 summary statements are scheduled to be completed by December 2004 as part of the Effective Public Health Practice Project (EPHPP). Topics of completed summary statements include:

· Bioterrorism Preparedness

· Child Pedestrian Safety

· Exercise as an Aid in Smoking Cessation
· Interventions for Increasing Pedestrian and Cyclist Visibility
· Interventions for Increasing Pedestrian and Cyclist Visibility
· The Effectiveness of Preventative Home Visits to Elderly People Living in the Community
· The Effectiveness of Routinely Taught Breast Self-Examination in Reducing Mortality
· Web Sites for Promoting Health
· Young People and Health Eating: A Systematic Review on Barriers and Facilitators
Eight more Summary Statements planned for December. For posted reviews and summary statements see www.hamilton.ca/PHCS/EPHPP
2.2 2004 Systematic Reviews 

Micucci, S. (2004).  The Effectiveness of Methoprene for Controlling Mosquito Populations in Ontario That Can Carry West Nile Virus.  

Thomas, H., Ciliska, D., Wilson-Abra, J., Micucci, S. & Dobbins, M. (2004).  Effectiveness of Physical Activity Enhancement and Obesity Prevention Programs in Children and Youth
This review is really five reviews of school-based programs to increase physical activity, to reduce inactivity, to improve nutrition, to increase physical activity and nutrition and environmental interventions to increase physical activity and to improve nutrition.  It was funded in part by Health Canada (6795-15-2002/5440007)

Thomas, H., Wilson-Abra, J. & Micucci, S., (2004).  Effectiveness of School-Based Interventions in Reducing Adolescent Risk Behaviour:  A Systematic Review of Reviews.  Web availability for the review and summary statement:  December 2004

3.
BENCHMARKING

· Data collection is underway in 12 health units for the West Nile virus benchmarking investigation.

· The first report on the dental screening investigation – Descriptive Characteristics of Dental Screening Programs in 10 Ontario Public Health Units, was released in the summer and is available on the PHRED, www.phred-redsp.on.ca, and the Ontario Public Health Benchmarking Partnership, www.benchmarking-publichealth.on.ca Websites.

· PHREDs are playing a leadership role in developing a Business Plan for the Ontario Public Health Benchmarking Partnership.

4. 
RESEARCH GRANTS AND PROPOSALS 

4.1 The Francophone Health Status Report 
This is a collaborative initiative with Laurentian University’s Institut franco-ontarien (IFO), and Sudbury, London and Ottawa PHRED Program and provides a follow-up to the 2000 PHRED report on francophone health.  This report is funded by the Consortium national de formation en santé  (CNFS). It is proceeding very well and analysis will be completed by end of November with launch of the report planned for late spring. This report is gaining increasing interest and attention. A presentation on the process will be given at a national conference in Ottawa (November 30-December 2), and several requests have been received for spring, 2005 presentations. 

4.2 NutriSTEP Project

The NutriSTEP Project in collaboration with the University of Guelph has been awarded $205,000 from the Canadian Institutes for Health Research for the final two years of the project. The project will begin in October 2004 and will end in September 2006. This project will produce a valuable tool that can be used across Canada for early identification of nutrition problems in pre-schoolers. This phase of the project will assist to validate the questionnaire in preschool children (English, French, First Nations) and cross-validate in Chinese (Cantonese), Vietnamese and Punjabi children.

4.3
Knowledge Dissemination and Utilization

A knowledge translation project, testing three different intensities of dissemination, is underway in Canada and is supported by the PHRED program. In keeping with our focus on knowledge transfer, a proposal “Exploring Knowledge Brokering in Public Health” has been submitted to CIHR under the leadership of Dr. Maureen Dobbins (Hamilton) with representatives from across the PHRED sites.  This case study of knowledge brokers in public health in Ontario would assist to better understand the factors that inhibit of enable their roles. 
4.4
Pre and Post Natal Nurse Practitioners Evaluation

Dr Susan Snelling leads this project from the Sudbury PHRED in collaboration with Middlesex-London & Hamilton PHRED Programs, the Community Health Research Unit and the MOHLTC. The project, which involves 10 health units, is progressing on schedule, with site visit interviews being completed in July.  The project is finalizing standard data collection tools for clinic and client data and an interim evaluation report is planned for the fall so that evaluation findings will be available early enough to inform sustainability discussions and planning.  The final report will be prepared in 2006.

4.5 Funding Opportunities

The PHRED program continues to provide regular updates to all health unit through the alPHa Listserve regarding funding opportunities.
5. CORE COMPETENCIES 

· The PHRED Programs continue to play a key role in the Core Competencies Task Group in collaboration with OPHA, Health Canada and MOHLTC.  The PHRED lead is Isabelle Michel from the Sudbury PHRED. She will be working with representatives from each site to assist with completion of deliverables.

· Health Canada has also approached PHRED to contract directly to assist with specific activities related to evaluation and facilitation. 

6. SKILLS ENHANCEMENT PROJECT

PHRED continues to support this project through module review and participating on the national evaluation workgroup. Health Canada is also seeking additional contributions from the PHRED in the areas of facilitation, recognition, evaluation, partnerships, sustainability, e-learning and dissemination.

7. PROVINCIAL AND NATIONAL LINKAGES

· Ms. Louise Picard (Sudbury) co-presented with Health Canada at the Spring Ministry Education Days on Health Canada’s Skill Enhancement for Health Surveillance Program.

· Drs. Kate O’Connor and Erica Weir (Kingston) presented at the Association of Public Health Epidemiologist Ontario (APHEO) June 8, 2004 meeting as members of a panel addressing the question “How can we work together to address our individual goals?”

· Ms. Louise Picard (Sudbury) presented “The Ontario PHRED Program” at the Canadian Public Health Association Conference (St. John’s Newfoundland, June 16, 2004).

· Ms. Charlene Beynon (London) provided an overview of the PHRED Program at the June 17, 2004 meeting of the Ontario Health Promotion Resource System Forum and potential for future collaboration was explored. 

· L. Picard presented on behalf of the PHRED’s at the November 5-6th national Ottawa Workshop on health surveillance: “Ways of Improving Connection Between Surveillance, Policy and Public Health Programs.
· Ruta Valaitis (Hamilton/McMaster) will be representing PHRED on a Canadian Association for Schools of Nursing Task Force (CASN), which is looking at public health. 
· C. Beynon, D. Ciliska, and L. Picard met with Ms. Sue Matthews, Ontario’s Chief Nursing Officer by teleconference on August 4, 2004.  The meeting was an important first step in facilitating strategic linkages and subsequent follow-up action was identified. 

· L. Picard and D. Ciliska are members of the Expert Advisory Committee for the Health Outcomes Project.  The role of this committee is to develop indicators that are sensitive to public health interventions in Ontario.  The MOHLTC has expanded the Nursing and Health Outcomes project to other allied health care workers (pharmacy, OT, PT) and expanded the sectors beyond hospital to continuing care, home care and public health.

· An invitation for the PHRED was received from Dr. Bountrogianni, Minister of Children and Youth Services to attend the Ontario Children and Youth Summit on November 25 in Toronto.  S. Snelling will be attending on behalf of the PHRED Program.

· Joanne Beyers is representing the PHRED Program on the Canadian Cancer Society, Ontario Division Collaborative Group on Healthy Eating. The goals and targets set out in Cancer 2020 will be achieved through the combined efforts of this group, its member organizations, the Ontario government and other local and provincial groups. 

· L. Picard has been invited to be a member of the Commission conjointe sur la recherche et les systèmes d’information, a national group on francophone health research.  This new consortium, which is evolving, is exploring national research priorities for francophone populations.
8. EDUCATION 

· Dr. Geoffrey Gurd who is preparing a report for Dr. David Mowat, Centre for Surveillance Coordination, on public health scholarships and bursaries and other strategies to build capacity in public health has solicited PHRED input.  An initial phone interview was held and L. Picard will be attending a focus group in Ottawa on November 26 on behalf of the PHRED Program.

· PHRED Program continues to link with over 12 academic institutions and is actively involved in teaching, curriculum development and research with academic partners.

· The PHRED Connection continues to meet to promote and facilitate student placements in public health. 
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Submitted on behalf of the PHRED Programs

Louise Picard

Chair, Provincial PHRED Operations Committee

Sudbury & District Health Unit

picardl@sdhu.com
705-522-9200, ext. 288

LP/lw

Websites

PHRED Program



www.phred-redsp.on.ca
Systematic Reviews of the Literature

www.hamilton.ca/PHCS/EPHPP/
Benchmarking 



www.benchmarking-publichealth.on.ca
	c:
	PHRED Operations Committee and Medical Officers of Health

	Hamilton
	Jane Soldera, Dr. Donna Ciliska, Dr. Elizabeth Richardson

	Kingston
	Dr. Kate O'Connor, Dr. Ian Gemmill

	London
	Charlene Beynon, Dr. Graham Pollett

	Ottawa
	Monique Stewart, Dr. Patricia Huston, Dr. Robert Cushman

	Sudbury
	Louise Picard, Dr. Penny Sutcliffe
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