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Program Managers

Public Health Nurses

With ever increasing requests for the latest information, we’re circulating this first broadcast of what we hope will evolve into regular communication to spread the word on what's happening in Cervical Screening. We'll try to include information on new technology, Human Papilloma Virus (HPV), Screening Guidelines, and responses to frequently asked questions by patients and clients.

News on Human Papillomavirus (HPV)

In the Fall of 2003, Dr.Eduardo Franco presented a Seminar on the implications of HPV and new technology in Cervical Screening.  We now know that there is a very strong link between cervical cancer and specific strains of HPV. Dr. Franco’s presentation is available on CD-ROM and VHS, at a nominal fee of $ 20.00 to recover production costs.

In November 2003, the Pan Canadian Forum on Cervical Screening convened representatives from provincial cervical screening programs, medical specialists, pathologists, national health officials and consumers to discuss new technology, education and outreach, the use of liquid-based cytology, treatment recommendations and the potential for National Screening Guidelines. With so many exciting developments in the field of cervical screening, we must proceed with care before revising existing guidelines and procedures.

Larger community laboratories are gradually converting to liquid-based cytology, but it is not available in all Ontario laboratories.  There are still many labs using conventional cytology so there are regional differences in processing Pap tests. With liquid-based cytology, specimens are collected in a liquid medium; cytotechnologists prepare and examine the slide. One advantage of this method is the potential for reflex HPV-DNA testing. 

Pilot of HPV Testing  - In the Spring of 2004, Cancer Care Ontario and the Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care will launch a pilot project that will use HPV testing in women with certain types of Pap test abnormalities. The Ontario Women’s Health Council funds this project.

This pilot will be the first of its kind in Canada and will reflect the new consensus guidelines on the management of women with cervical cytological abnormalities (guidelines published by the American Society for Colposcopy and Cervical Pathology). These U.S. guidelines recommend reflex (or automatic) HPV-DNA testing for women whose Pap test has an ASC-US result, if liquid-based cytology is used for specimen collection. Only women who are HPV positive would be referred for colposcopy. Women who are negative for HPV would be followed up with repeat Pap testing in 12 months.

If the Pap test is done with conventional cytology, and ASC-US is the result, a repeat Pap test in six months, or a direct referral to colposcopy would remain as viable follow-up care. Currently in Canada, no province routinely funds HPV testing as part of the cervical screening process. In Ontario, testing is offered through private laboratories at a cost to the patient.

Ontario Guideline Revision - We have convened a Working Group (of experts and representatives of our provincial partners and stakeholders), with the intent of revising current cervical screening Guidelines. You may recall that we distributed revised terminology to clinicians in January 2003. It is our hope that revised Guidelines will be complete and ready for distribution to clinicians and Public Health Units in the Summer or early Fall of 2004.

OCSP still recommends that Public Health Units persist in their efforts to recruit women to cervical screening.  The key messages remain the same:

· Regular Pap Tests save lives

· Have a Regular Pap Test, and 

· Make a Pap Test part of the Regular Check up.

We are hard at work trying to consolidate all the newest information and technology, and plan to let you know just as soon as possible. In the next month or so, we plan to distribute a report which will provide data at the Public Health Unit level regarding Pap test uptake.

In your community, keep up the good work in promoting the importance of screening and prevention!

Please check our website regularly for the latest information, updates and current projects underway in cervical screening. Please continue to make use of the broad array of health promotion materials which we have developed for your use. Don’t forget to encourage their use with clinicians in your communities. They were developed with the general public in mind. 

http://www.cancercare.on.ca/prevention_cervicalScreening.htm
After you review the website, don’t hesitate to contact us with your questions.

cervicalscreen@cancercare.on.ca
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