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p.c.  PHRED Operations Committee, Provincial PHRED Steering Committee

FROM:
Charlene Beynon, Past Chair, PHRED Operations Committee

DATE:
June 24, 2004

RE:
PHRED Program Update

Greetings!

I am very pleased to forward this update on behalf of the province’s five PHRED Programs.  It is our hope that such ongoing correspondence will strengthen our links with your organization and we very much appreciate your offer to share these updates with your membership.

We welcome your input and comment.

I:
Benchmarking

· Twelve health units are participating in the development of the West Nile virus Benchmarking project and 2 additional health units have piloted the project questionnaire.  Data collection will use this year's program information and will be completed by early October 2004 with the final report completed in early 2005.  The final questionnaire is expected to be available on the Benchmarking Website for all health units to complete by Spring 2005.  Ms. Monique Stewart (Ottawa) is providing leadership for this participatory project.  Please visit the benchmarking website, www.benchmarking-publichealth.on.ca.  

For further information contact 

Monique Stewart

monique.stewart@ottawa.ca
613-724-4122 ext. 23467

II:
Effective Public Health Practice Project (EPHPP)

· Hamilton provides the leadership and infrastructure to sustain this initiative and is supported with participants from across the PHRED sites and other health units.

· Four systematic literature reviews to define best practices focusing on improving nutrition, reducing physical inactivity, improving physical activity and environmental interventions to reduce obesity have been completed and submitted to Health Canada, who funded these reviews.

· The West Nile virus review  is anticipated shortly

· Please visit the EPHPP website:

http://www.hamilton.ca/PHCS/ephpp/EPHPPResearch.asp
For further information contact:
Helen Thomas 

1-905-525-9140 ext. 22299

thomash@mcmaster.ca
III:
Evaluation of Early Years Nurse Practitioner Prenatal and Postnatal NP Project

· This project is underway with interviews beginning in 10 health units in the southwest, central west and the north.  Sudbury PHRED, under the leadership of Dr. Susan Snelling is taking the lead in collaboration with Middlesex-London & Hamilton PHRED Programs, the Community Health Research Unit and the MOHLTC.

For further information contact:
Dr. Susan Snelling (Sudbury)
snellings@sdhu.com
705-522-9200 ext. 353

IV:
Francophone Health Status Report

· Work on the Francophone Health Status Report is continuing at a fast pace.  The technical team comprised of staff from Sudbury and Middlesex-London PHRED Programs has completed analysis and technical notes for almost 40 lifestyle indicators.  Writing teams have been formed to begin work on the report sections involving these indicators.  Ruth Sanderson, Middlesex-London’s Health Unit Epidemiologist has been seconded to this project and is serving as the lead for the Technical Team.  The selection of another 30 indicators is nearly complete and the timeline for these technical notes is October 31, 2004.  This project is a collaborative effort between many local and provincial partners, including the Institut franco-ontarien that is co-leading the initiative.  

For further information contact
Ms. Louise Picard, Director, Sudbury PHRED Program
picardl@sdhu.com
705-522-9200 ext. 288

V:
Knowledge Transfer

· Consistent with the strategic priorities identified in the 2004 Proposed (Provincial) Work Plan and the direction provided by the Provincial PHRED Steering Committee, knowledge transfer continues to be an area of focus.  A proposal focusing on knowledge transfer is being developed for a fall submission to CIHR (Canadian Institutes of Health Research) under the leadership of Dr. Maureen Dobbins (Hamilton) with representatives from across the PHRED sites.

VI:
Linkages & Partnerships

· The PHRED Programs are committed to working with others and representatives continually seek opportunities to promote the program and to explore opportunities for collaboration.  As examples:

· Ms. Louise Picard (Sudbury) co-presented with Health Canada at the Spring Ministry Education Days on Health Canada’s Skill Enhancement for Health Surveillance Program.

· Drs. Kate O’Connor and Erica Weir (Kingston) presented at the Association of Public Health Epidemiologist Ontario (APHEO) June 8, 2004 meeting as members of a panel addressing the question “How can we work together to address our individual goals?”

· Ms. Louise Picard (Sudbury) presented “The Ontario PHRED Program” at CPHA (St. John’s Newfoundland, June 16, 2004)

· Ms. Charlene Beynon (London) provided an overview of the PHRED Program at the June 17, 2004 meeting of the Ontario Health Promotion Resource System Forum.

VII:
2004 OPHA Conference - November 23/24 – Marriott Eaton Centre, Toronto, Ontario

Public Health: The Best Health Investment: Thinking Fast, Thinking Smart, Thinking New
· The PHRED Programs have assumed responsibility for the conference program. The “Call for Abstracts” generated 164 submissions, including 18 applications from post-secondary students for the PHRED Studentship.  The Abstract Committee is chaired by Dr. Donna Ciliska (Hamilton) and Ms. Charlene Beynon (London) is chairing the Program Committee. Keynote speakers include Lt. General Roméo Dallaire (Ret),  Diane Dupuy (Famous People Players Theatre), Dr. Sheela Basrur, Dr. Peter Monette (Health Canada) and Dr. Chaviva Hosek (Canadian Institute for Advanced Research).  It is anticipated that those who submitted abstracts will be notified of the status of their submissions by late June/early July.

· Both undergraduate and graduate students are eligible for the PHRED Studentship, which is a new award of $1000 being sponsored by the five PHRED Programs.  Students, whose abstracts were accepted, were invited to submit a paper in addition to the opportunity to present at the conference.  Reviewers identified by the Abstract Committee will assess the papers.  The Studentship will be presented at the OPHA Awards Luncheon to the student with the best paper.  The Studentship is intended to support and recognize students for their work and to attract students to public health.

· This year’s conference will include some new features.  Plans are underway to seek Continuing Medical Education (CME) credits from the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons and the College of Family Physicians Canada – Ontario Chapter and an interactive Town Hall meeting is being explored.  Watch for an advance flyer shortly and the Registration Package in early September.

For further information contact:

Charlene Beynon

cbeynon@uwo.ca
519-663-5317 ext. 2484

VIII:
OPHA Core Competencies

· PHRED is continuing to play a key role in OPHA’s Core Competencies Task Group.  Ms. Isabelle Michel (Sudbury) is co-chair along with Ms. Sandra Laclé of the Sudbury and District Health Unit.  Several developments are worthy of mention.  Information regarding the project and the work group’s deliverables to date (including a literature review co-authored by PHRED) are available on the OPHA Core Competencies Project website at www.opha.on.ca/corecompetencies.  Several work group members attended a special session held at the Canadian Public Health Association annual conference in Newfoundland June 15th.  OPHA worked with CPHA and Health Canada to plan this session designed to map the status of current work, identify gaps, and develop next steps toward a national public health core competency strategy.  Stay tuned for new developments.

For further information contact:

Ms. Isabelle Michel

micheli@sdhu.com
705-522-9200 ext. 258

IX:
PHRED Connection

· Staff from each of the PHRED Programs responsible for student placements meet by teleconference four times per year. Known as the PHRED Connection, the group is committed to developing and sharing innovative and learner centered resources to promote the engagement of post-secondary students and faculty to public health.  Other sites are invited to participate.

For further information contact:

Genevieve Richer-Brule

Email: Genevieve.Richer-Brule@ottawa.ca 

Telephone: (613) 724-4122 x26131

X:
Visioning & Current Happenings

· A meeting was held in Ottawa on June 1, 2004 for PHRED Directors, PHRED Medical Officers of Health, Associate Medical Officers of Health, and Public Health Division, MOHLTC, representative (PHRED Operations Committee) to revisit the Program’s mission and to explore PHRED’s role and capacity in a re-energized public health system.  We were most fortunate that Maureen Cava, Toronto Public Health and Erica DiRuggiero, CIHR, participated.  A Briefing Note was submitted to Dr. Sheela Basrur, Chief Medical Officer of Health and Assistant Deputy Minister in response to the recommendation by the Walker Panel that the PHRED Program be reviewed.  The PHRED Programs welcome this review.  The Briefing Note was reviewed by the Provincial PHRED Steering Committee.

· Correspondence has been sent to Health Canada outlining the role that the PHRED Programs can play in the Virtual School of Public Health.

· A submission was also forwarded to the Honourable Minister of State for Public Health, Dr. Carolyn Bennett in response to the questions for the discussion regarding Strengthening the Pan-Canadian Public Health System document.  Ms. Louise Picard (Sudbury) participated in the regional consultations.

For further information please contact:

Ms. Louise Picard, Director, Sudbury PHRED Program
picardl@sdhu.com
705-522-9200 ext. 288

XI:
Website – www.phred-redsp.on.ca 

· Please visit the website for the 2003 Deliverables and the 2004 Proposed (Provincial) Work Plan

Submitted on behalf of the PHRED Programs,
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Charlene Beynon

PHRED Director

Middlesex-London Health Unit

cbeynon@uwo.ca
519-663-5317 ext. 2484

CB/nlf

p.c.  PHRED Operations Committee and Medical Officers of Health

Hamilton - Jane Soldera, Donna Ciliska, Dr. Elizabeth Richardson

Kingston - Kate O’Connor, Dr. Ian Gemmill, Dr. Erica Weir

London - Charlene Beynon, Dr. Graham Pollett

Ottawa - Patricia Huston, Monique Stewart, Dr. Robert Cushman

Sudbury - Louise Picard, Dr. Penny Sutcliffe
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PHRED Mission 		


To provide leadership in public health research, education and the development of best practices in order to inform and improve local and provincial public health policy and practice.
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